T: CLOSER WALE WITE SODT
Principles Of Prazyer

IRERCDUCTION

i, One of the grestest blessings enjoyed by Christiens in this life is
the privilege of PRAYER, by which we can approach God
2. Through pravex, the Thristian can £ind FORGIVENESS

Eor sins

prayer, the Christian can find PERCE to replace anziety

the Christian can receive STRENGCTE from God

L
irit — Eo

2, For such ressons, Pzul freguently szhorted Christians to be diligent

a. "praying iways with zll preyer and supplicatien..." — EBp 6:18

b, "Continue esrnestly in prayer, being vigilent in it with thanks-
giving® - Col 4:Z

c. “Pray without ceasing® - 1Th 5:317
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3. Yet Jesus knew that people would tend te become slack in their
prayers - Lk 31B:3
2. It iz out of & similar concern that prompts twoe lessons devoted
specifl 2ily to "PRAYER™
., It is hoped that you will be encouraged te be more diligent in
prayer &s we sxamine:
1) Basic PRINCIPLES of praver taught in God's Word
2} Suggestions concerning the PRACTICE of praver in our daily
lives
iIn this lesson, then, PRINCIPLES OF PRAYER, beginning with...]

I. CHARRCTERISTICE OF ACCEFTAELE PRAYVER

. IT ¥IST BE OFFERED "IN FRITE"...
i, "and =11 things, whetever you ask in prayer, believing, you
wWill receive.? — Mt 2127
2. We musht heve Teith in God, and in His sbility o answer

LR
Fie Rl =1

. "J
[

3. Otherwise, prayzr will not be answered - cf, Jz -
g2, Is our faith weak? Then increase it with the nelp of God's

B. IT HCST BE OFFERED "IN THE SPIRIT OF BURILITY™..
1, Wotice bh@ example of the Pharizee znd the publican

2. iz near to those who have = %*@ken hesrt,
and saves such as have & contrite spirit” — Fs 3 '
2, ks guoted by James: "God resists the proud. grace

te the huwbie®™ -

7T MITST RE SFTERED "IN HRRMONY WITHE GOD'E WILLT.
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2. Jesus brOV'dem the example for us in His prayers at Gethsemane

3. Tov often, pravers sre unanswered because they are mwore con-

cerned with QUR will, rather than 60D'S will! - ci

ITT MIST BE OFFERED "EY YWAGSE RIGETECSUS RBEFPORE GUD°. .

T

those whe de evil L
Zz. The pravers of the rightecus person are sffective

- 1be
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3. But tnose continuing in sin H2 will pot hesr! - =r ZB:>;

1z 58:1-2

&, Tc be righteous before God...
&. Reguires that we submit to the "ri
offered in Christ - c<f. e

b. f.e., respond te the gospel ef Christ - Ro 1:16-:7
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TP WUET BE OYFERED "IN THE SPIRIT OF TREENEKSGIVIRGY..

1. g‘vmnu thanks alweys for all things to Ged" - -p_"”

2. "in oW yhnlag by prayer and supplicetion with thenksgiving
-~ Php & '

3. T...pr

4. "pray
- 1Th

—-— Do we
don't

I'T MUET EE OFFERED "WITE PERSISTENCE™.
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1. Jesus illustrated this aspzct of b
&. The parable of the persi £

b. The parable of the

. The virtve of persiste
. Jesus at Gethsemans
. Pauwl, perteining toe hi:
. The early church - 2

‘J_‘

ayer through twe parable
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IT MUST EE OFFERED "IN THE e OF JESTE"...

i, "Giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in ©
name of our Lord Jesus Christ®™ - Ep 5:20
2, This means wuch more than simply adding a little phrase "in

Jesus' name® &t the end 0* our prayers!
&, We must Feal h

b, We must view high priest™ who intercedes Ifor
-~ Heg T:Z24-25
3. &ppealing to God i neme of His Son cen glve
confidence thet Gog will give us what we need!

re the conditions that meke praver accoeptable to Bod. But it

a Tavw. .. ]

“For the eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, gnd His =ers
sre open to their pravers; but the face of the LORD is against

oy

15 is the ooly way by which we can



IT. OBSTACLES TO PRAYER

k. UROONFESSED SIN. ..

1. ®*If I regard iniguity in my heart, the Lord will not hear™
Ps 66:18
The BASIS for prayer rests upon our being in fellowship with
Him: such fellowship iz broken if we do not confess our sins
to Bim!

B. DMPROPER THERTHMERY OF OTHERS...
1. How we treat others has = bearing upen whether God will hear
our prayers!
a. E.g., how we treat the poor - Ps 41:1-2

b. B.g., how one treats his friemd — Mt 5:23-24

HRERC T
c. E.g., how & husband treats his wife - 1Pe 5:7
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2. We rmust correct cur relationships with others (if possible)
before we can expect God to hear our prayers!

3. Especially if we desire to receive forgiveness for our sins!t
- Mt £:14-i5y 18:21-23

[Finzlly, it is important to bear in mind that God answers prayer in
various Ways...)

ITI. ENSRERS TO PRAYERS

. "REQUEST SRANTEDR™. ..
1. God may answer "YES™ ., and grant the petitions we ask of Him
2. Such will be the case the more we try te de His Will in cur

livez - 1Jn §:2§

B, "REQURST GRARTED, BUT WOT YET"...
i. God may grant our reguest, but in time and according to His
purpcse for our lives
2. ™Po everything there is 2 season, & time for every purpose
under hezvep"™ - Ec 3:1
3. 5o we may think God iz saying "NO™, when He is really saying
wYRS, BUT WATITT

C. "REQUEST GRENTED, BUT ROT AS 0T WIGHT EXPRCT™...
1. Sometimes God says "YES™, but answers it in way differently
then we anticipated

2. Remember, God's thoughts snd methods are often much different
than ours - Is 55:8,S

3. Like ssking God for strength and perseverance. ..
n. He may give wus triazls to kesr
b. Which in turn develops the virtues we prayed for!

%, We should be carsful and not dictate to God HOW to ahiwer our

PEAYErs. ..

. Limit the *"HOW™ and we might be limiting the "RESULT™

. For exsmple, the wey some pray for the sick, they iimit God
25 to how He might restore them

oW

D. "BERQUEST DENTIED® ...
L. Often God says TNOG®
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But we must trust that Ged, whe Inows 2il and what is best,
would do st only if grantimg our reguest might not be for our
good — ¢f. hHe i

3. We mevy not Fully understend, but we can still fully trust Him!

1. The shility te pray to God and recelve answers In DUl
one of The greatest bleszings we can have as children

2. Hopefully, understanding and applying the principles discussed in
this lesson will zssure grester success in having our prayers
shzwered

3. Our next lesson Will desl with "THEE PRACYICE OF PRRYER®, offering
=uggestions on the when, with whom, how and what of praver

SOME QUESTIONS TO STIMULETE YOUR THINEIRG. ..

Find it esasy or difficult to pray?
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2, Do vou believe in the powsr of God to answer prayer?

3. Showld you be dizappointed whan it appesrs thet God has answered
prayer with a "NG"?

&, hre you spending time svery dey devebed to prayer?



